
The test of works – James 1:19-2:26 

 

• Opening question: German Reformer Martin Luther (1483-1546) used to consider that 

the book of James was an “epistle of straw”. What do you think made him say that? 

 

• Pray 

 

• Read the passage 

 

• Two questions to clarify the relationship between faith and deeds to start with: 

-In James 1:16-21, what clues are there that we aren’t saved by what we do for God but 

by what God did for us? 

-How does that help us understand what James says in 2:14-24? How would you explain 

the relationship between faith and deeds in your own words? See Romans 1:5 and 

Galatians 5:6 if that helps. 

 

• What is James comparing in 1:22-25? What point is he trying to make? 

 

• What does true “religion” look like in 1:26-27? Are there any orphans or widows 

at St Mark’s or among the people we know? What can we do for them if we’re able 

to help? 

 

• Against what danger is James warning us in 2:1-11? Why is showing favouritism 

wrong? See v. 9 and Acts 10:34 if that helps. 

 

• Is there anyone in need at St Mark’s or among the people we know? What can we 

do for them if we’re able to help? 

 

• Why do you think it’s so easy to show favouritism (especially towards those who 

have power) and so difficult to love our neighbours (especially those who have less 

power)? What could help us change our attitude? See John 13:34-35 if that helps. 

 

• Are there other areas in our life which aren’t consistent with our faith in Christ? 

 

• What should be our ultimate motivation in showing love to others? See Matthew 

5:13-16 if that helps. 

 

• Pray for one another 

 


