The test of the tongue — Be humbled!

James 3:1-4:12



James — The test of faith

*The test of trials — Be discerning! (1:1-21)
*The test of works — Just do them! (1:22-2:26)

*The test of the tongue — Be humbled! (3:1-4:12)



“Sticks and stones may break my bones
but words can never hurt me.”



Book of Sirach

“The blow of a whip raises a welt, but a
blow of the tongue crushes the bones.”



Luke 6:45

Jesus says: “For the mouth speaks what
the heart is full of.”



Matthew 12:36

Jesus says: “But | tell you that everyone
will have to give an account on the day of
judgement for every empty word they
have spoken.”



*The destructive power of the tongue (3:1-12)

“...the tongue is a small part of the body, but it
makes great boasts.”” (3:5)



Romans 10:9-10

“For it is with your heart that you believe
and are justified and it is with your
mouth that you profess your faith and
are saved.”



*The destructive power of the tongue (3:1-12)

The tongue is a “deadly poison.” (3:8)



“How well do you know fire?”



*The destructive power of the tongue (3:1-12)

“...no human being can tame the tongue.” (3:8)



*The humbling power of God’s wisdom (3:13-
4:12)

When we submit to God and come near to him,
he’ll give us:

-His wisdom leading to humility (4:13)
-His grace (4:6)



Jesus is the wisdom of God who was and still is
full of grace and who humbled himself to die for
us to leave us an example to follow.



1 Peter 2:23

“When they hurled insults at him, he did not
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges

justly.”



Questions to think about

*Have you already experienced the destructive
power of the tongue in your life? What can you
do about it?

*How can Jesus’s example help us recover from
our hurt or make a better use of our tongue?
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