James — The test of faith



James — The test of faith

* The test of trials: Be discerning! (James 1:1-18)
-Ask for God’s wisdom (1:5)

-Don’t be deceived (1:16)



Blaise Pascal (1623-1662)



James 1:18, 21

God ““chose to give us birth through the word
of truth.”

“... accept the word planted in you, which
can save you.”



Ephesians 2:8-9

For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith — and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by
works, so that no one can boast.



James 2:17, 20, 26

Faith without deeds is useless and dead.



James 1:22

Do not merely listen to the word, and so
deceive yourselves. Do what it says.



We aren’t saved by good works but for good

works and these good works are a sign of the

genuineness of our faith — not the cause but
the consequence of justification.



James 2:24

You see that a person is considered righteous
by what they do and not by faith alone.



“We are saved by faith alone, but saving faith
Is never alone.”

John Calvin (1509-1564)



Galatians 5:6

The only thing that counts is faith expressing
itself through love.



*Be generous (1:26-2:26)

-To the orphans and the widows: ““Religion
that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and

widows in their distress...” (1:27)



*Be generous (1:26-2:26)
-To the orphans and the widows (1:27)

-To the poor: “My brothers and sisters,
believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ
must not show favouritism...”” (2:1-13)



*Be generous (1:26-2:26)

-To the orphans and the widows (1:27)
-To the poor (2:1-13)

-To those in need (2:14-17)



Romans 13:8-10

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the
continuing debt to love one another, for
whoever loves others has fulfilled the
law. The commandments, ‘You shall not
commit adultery’, ‘You shall not murder’,
‘You shall not steal’, “You shall not covet’,



Romans 13:8-10

and whatever other commandment there
may be, are summed up in this one
command: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.
Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore
love is the fulfillment of the law..



John 13:34-35

Jesus says: “As | have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know
that you're my disciple, if you love one
another.”



Questions to think about

*Are there any areas in my life which aren’t
consistent with my faith in God?

*What can | do to rekindle my love for God
and for others if it’s grown cold?
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