The test of trials — Be discerning!

James 1:1-18



James: an “epistle of straw”



Do you have any problem or
difficulty at the moment? How
do you respond to them?



“God sometimes uses what he
hates to accomplish what he
loves.”

Joni Tada Eareckson



*°The nature of trials



Matthew 10:29

Jesus says: “Are not two sparrows
sold for a penny? Yet not one of
them will fall to the ground outside
vour Father’s care.”



*The purpose of trials



Romans 8:28

And we know that in all things, God
works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.



*The response to trials



James 1:12

Blessed is the one who perseveres
under trials because, having stood
the test, that person will receive the
crown of life that the Lord has
promised to those who love him.



James 1:2

Consider it pure joy whenever you
face trials of many kinds...



James 1:5-6

If any of you lack wisdom, you
should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you.



*How should we respond to trials?



*How should we respond to trials?
-Pray to receive God’s wisdom
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*How should we respond to trials?

-Pray to receive God’s wisdom
-Trust that God works everything for your good
-Remember that trials have a purpose



Genesis 50:20

You intended to harm me, but God

intended it for good to accomplish

what is now being done, the saving
of many lives.



1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also suffered once for sins,
the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring us to God.



“There is much wisdom in the words
of Nietzsche: ‘He who has a why to
live for can bear almost any how.” |

can see in these words a motto
which holds true for any
psychotherapy.



In the Nazi concentration camps,
one could have witnessed that those
who knew that there was a task
waiting for them to fulfill were most
apt to survive.”

Viktor Frankl



1 Corinthians 10:13

But when you are tempted [or
tested], he [God] will also provide a
way out so that you can endure it.



Galatians 6:2

Carry each other’s burdens, and in

this way you will fulfil the law of
Christ.



Questions to think about



Questions to think about

-If your faith was tested in the past, how
did you respond and what did this test do
to your faith?



Questions to think about

-If your faith was tested in the past, how
did you respond and what did this test do
to your faith?

-If your faith is being tested right now,
how do you respond and how can
James’s teaching help you?
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